THE    OUTLANDERS

policeman in the presence of his wife, brought matters
to a head. The grievances of the Outlanders were
formulated in a petition to the Queen, which con-
tained nearly 22,000 signatures, and begged for the
intervention of the British Government. Sir Alfred
Milner had by now reported to the effect that the
existing situation could not be allowed to continue.
All this decided the Colonial Secretary to intervene,
and he determined to bring the strongest possible
pressure to bear upon the President. After expressing
a desire "to maintain cordial relations with the South
African Republic", he urged that a meeting should be
arranged "for the purpose of discussing the situation
in a conciliatory spirit, in the hope of arriving at
such an arrangement as Her Majesty's Government
could accept and recommend to the Outlander popu-
lation as a reasonable concession to their just
demands35.

On 3 ist May, discussion began at Bloemfontein
between "Oom Paul" and Sir Alfred Milner. It is
unnecessary to follow them in detail here, but the
concluding passages of the High Commissioner's
dispatch must be quoted in justification of
Mr. Chamberlain's attitude:

The spectacle of thousands of British subjects
kept permanently in the position of helots, con-
stantly chaffing under undoubted grievances, and
calling vainly to Her Majesty's Government for
redress, does steadily undermine the influence-
and reputation of Great Britain and respect for the
British Government within the Queen's dominions.

A certain section of the Press, not in the Transvaal
only, preaches openly and constantly the doctrine
of a Republic embracing all South Africa, and